
 
January 30, 2020 
 
Dear District 29 Parents, Guardians, & Staff-        
 
We are aware through public comments that cell phone footage illicitly obtained by a now-
terminated contracted night custodian may not have been limited to a staff bathroom at Sunset 
Ridge School. However, the District has not, to date, received information from the Northfield 
Police Department about who was recorded, the location(s) of the recordings, or how long the 
recordings may have been taking place. To be clear, we have shared everything the police have 
told us about this incident, and at this stage of the criminal investigation, it is irresponsible for 
the District to share information that hasn’t been provided to us or verified by the police. 
 
This is an active criminal investigation and we have been asked to let the police do their work.  
 
On January 24, 2020, the Northfield Police informed the District that they had scheduled 
interviews with all staff and parents of minor students that they had identified on the cellphone 
found recording in a staff bathroom January 14th. If or when the Northfield Police Department 
releases more specificity to us, and doesn’t forbid us from communicating it, we will share it 
with the community.  
 
In addition, as we have reported, the Board’s attorney is conducting a thorough review of this 
matter, including the background checks. The Board expects to receive a report from its legal 
counsel in closed session at its February 11 Board meeting. After that meeting, the Board 
intends on taking any actions it deems necessary and appropriate, and we will share those as 
decisions are made.  
 
This incident has understandably created a great deal of anxiety, a search for answers, and a 
desire for resolution. Please know that we are doing all we can as a school district and are 
committed to transparency throughout this process. Because this is an active criminal 
investigation conducted by a separate public entity, our knowledge of, and ability to share, 
information is limited. Regarding the things we can control, we are acting in a thorough and 
deliberative manner to ensure that any actions are in the long-term best interest of the School 
District’s students, families, and staff. A list of Board actions was provided in the January 27, 
2020 communication sent to community 



members.https://www.sunsetridge29.org/news/what_s_new/d29_communication_re__cell_p
hone_in_staff_bathroom 
 
We greatly appreciate your understanding and patience as this process proceeds. Please 
contact me or Adelbert Spaan, spaana@sunsetridge29.org  or Nancy Detlefsen 
detlefsenn@sunsetridge29.org, President and Vice President of our Board of Education, if you 
have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Edward J Stange 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


